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The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore), of the 5th December, after Circulation, 
referring to the capture of Mandalay *° “Pi 
and the deportation of Theebaw to 

Rangoon without bloodshed, observes that the British Govern- 

ment appears to be desirous of annexing Burma. Mr. Ber- 

nard will, it is said, soon go to Mandalay, and some officers 

have already been nominated for service in Burma. But 
annexation will be unjustifiable, inasmuch as the Burmans 

never did any harm to the British Government. It was only 

Theebaw who committed atrocities and disobeyed the orders 

of the Government of India, and he has been justly deposed. 

There is reason to fear that annexation may bring about some 

serious complications. The best policy would be to place 

some Burman prince on the throne and conclude a treaty 

with him on such terms as may be considered necessary for 

the protection of British interests. 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 1st December, refers to the Circulation, 
capture of Minhla and other Burmese 152 copies. 


forts, and observes that the enemy is 


Burmese war. 


The same. 


Circulation, 
415 copies. 


Circulation, 
450 copies. 


Cireulation, 
210 copies. 
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expected to offer obstinate resistance at Mandalay. As 
regards the future of Burma, the Azdd concurs with Anglo- 
Indian newspapers in thinking that the conntry should be 
annexed. French newspapers are inciting their Government 


to protest against the proposed annexation, but France has 
now no business to interfere. 


The Nydya Sudhé (Harda), of the 2nd December, says 
that the annexation of Burma appears 
to be certain. It is said that the 
country will be divided into four districts, and that some 
police officers in Berar have been already asked whether they 
would like to serve there. As this country has no direct 
interest in the war, it may be hoped that it will not be saddled 
withthe cost. The entire expenditure should be realized from 
Burma itself, or should be paid from the British treasury, 


inasmuch as the war was undertaken chiefly for the benefit of 
British traders. 


The same. 


The Koh-i-Ntir (Lahore), of the 1st December, is surprised 
at such frequent outbreaks of hostili- 
ties in the nineteenth century, and 
observes that at present warfare is going on in the Soudan, 
Burma, and the east of Europe. As regards the quarrel 
between Servia and Bulgaria, the Kohis of opinion that the 
great Kuropean Powers made a great mistake in granting 

autonomy to the two States. Their independence has only 

led to internecine dissensions. The only way to restore peace 
in the east of Europe is by re-establishing the suzerainty of 

the Porte over the States in the Balkans, 


Eastern question. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa), of the 2nd December, 
says that, as Lord Dufferin is a Liberal, 
his appointment to the Viceroyalty 
raised great hopes, which were strengthened by other circum- 
stances. On the eve of his departure Lord Ripon spoke 
highly of his successor. Lord Dufferin gave a good reply to the 


Lord Dufferin. 


( Oe 2 


address which was presented to him at Bombay on the occa- 
sion of his arrival, In his speech, his observations as to 
what kind of man an administrator should be were specially 
praiseworthy. Considering that the words of a person gener- 
ally represent his real sentiments and feelings, it was be- 
lieved that the Viceroy would answer his own description of a 
good administrator, and that his administration would prove 
more beneficial even than that of his illustrious predecessor. 
But it is to be regretted that natives have been entirely dis- 
appointed in their hopes, Looking at Lord Duafferin’s frontier 
policy, the Burmese war, the appointment of a Resident in 
Kashmir, and the proposed appointment of a European Prime 
Minister in Bhup&l, a Calcutta newspaper has compared him 
with Lord Dalhousie. The comparison is not wholly wrong. 
If the present Viceroy has annexed no Native States, he is 
undoubtedly anxious to increase British influence in them. 


The Hindusténi (Lucknow), of the 6th December, refer- 
ring to the general elections, regrets 
to say that Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose and 
some true English friends of this country, like Mr, Digby and 
Mr. Blunt, have not been elected, while Mr. Maclean, Sir 
Roper Lethbridge, and others who are well-known enemies 
of natives, have been successful, Natives should not be dis- 
heartened by Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose’s failure. He may be 
returned on a future occasion. It is a matter of satisfaction 
that he was not considered as disqualified for candidatare on 
account of his race. Public-spirited persons in Bombay are 
of opinion that efforts should now be made to secure his eleva- 
tion to the India Council and to start a daily newspaper at 
London to agitate Indian grievances. In conclusion, the 
Hindustdéné is glad to say that there are signs to show that 
the Liberals will again be victorious in the elections. 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 3cd December, in com- 


General elections. 


menting upon the same subject, regrets 


dia to observe that Governmunt has nei- 


ther established a Parliament in this country nor has it 


Circulation, 
600 copies. 


Circulation, 


a 
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conceded to natives the right of sending representatives to the 
British Parliament. Even the efforts made by the natives of 
Madras and Bombay to secure the election of Englishmen, 
like Mr. Blunt and Mr. Seymour Keay, who are friends of 
this country, have been unsuccessful, whereas others who are 
well known for their opposition io natives have been returned. 


Circulation, The Hindustdnt (Lucknow) of the 4th December, says 
600 copies. 


Captain Hearsey and that in the absence of a powerful 
Mr. Laidman. public opinion to check the vagaries 
of district officers in these provinces, men like Captain Hear- 
sey are a godsend to the people. But if they do not receive 
any aid from Government nor from natives, they will take 
good care not to interfere on behalf of the latter in futnre. 
A long time has elapsed since Captain Hearsey’s acquittal by 
the High Court, but Sir Alfred Lyall’s Goverzment has not 
yet inflicted any punishment on Mr. Laidman. On the | 
contrary, it is rumoured that Mr. Laidman will be appointed 
to the Customs Department. Captain Hearsey has made 
an appeal to natives for pecuniary aid, in order that he and 
the zamindars who were abused by Mr. Laidman may be 
able to institute criminal prosecutions against him and also 
sue him for damages. The Aindustdéni asks natives to 
respond to Captain Hearsey’s appeal, and states that the 


Editor of the Indian Mirror at Calcutta will receive subscrip- 
tions on his behalf. 


Circulation, The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etawah), of the 1st December, 


275 copies. : gives a brief abstract of the orders 
Appointment of separate 

sub registrars, North. recently issued by the Local Govern- 

noe = re of ment for the appointment of separate 

sub-registrars, with a view to relieve 

Tahsildars of registration work, and endeavours to show that 

the measure is objectionable on several grounds. Tahsildars 

will lose their registration allowance, and many muharrirs will 

be suddenly thrown out of employ for no fault of theirs. As 

the pay of sub-registrars will not exceed Rs. 30, they will 


readily register forged documents on receipt of small bribes. 
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Retired Tahsildérs and peshkars will be preferred for the 
office. But even these persons will not generally be able 


to keep their hands clean: hence the present system had 
better be maintained. 


The Akhbér-i-Am (Lahore), of the 5th December, refer- 
Convocation of the Pan- Ying to the late Convocation of the 
jab University. Panjab University, observes that the 
Convocation was held on a new principle which is a very sound 
one. Dr. Leitner had taken ten days’ leave and left the 
station in order to avoid the meeting. All the arrangements 
were quite satisfactory, and the meeting was free from that 
idle show and talk which had attended it in the time of the 
late Registrar, who is master of twenty-one languages. Sir 
Charles Aitchison, the Chancellor of the University, presided 
and distributed diplomas to the successful students. He advised 
students to use their talents and efforts for the maintenance 
of peace and the improvement of the prosperity of the country. 
But the principal speech was that of the Vice-Chancellor, 
which was delivered in Urdu. It was full of excellent advice 
to students and newspapers and cannot be too highly praised. 


The Aftéb-i-Hind (Jullundur), in its issues of the 21st 
Ah Melce - Mecttete November and the 5th December, 
charged with dishonesty by Complains that there is an inexperi- 
the Afatb-‘- Hind. enced Native Magistrate who is large- 
ly amenable to bribes and sells justice to the highest bidder. 
His name is not mentioned, but from some expressions in 
the articles he appears to be a Hindu of the Khattri caste. 
The Aftdb promises to publish in fature some communica- 
tions alleged to have been received from its correspondents 
against the officer in question. 


The Mihkr-i-Nimros (Bijnor), of the 30th November, com- 
plains of the increase of litigation and 
of the consequent impoverishment of 
the people, and urges that measures should be adopted to 
check the evil. The MéAris of opinion that Courts of Justice 


Increase of litigation. 


Circulation, 
2,500 copies. 


Circulation, 
203 copies. 


Circulation. 
300 copies. 
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should always bring pressure to bear on litigants to get their 
suits decided by arbitration, and order false suitors and 
witnesses to be criminally prosecuted. If such suitors and 
witnesses were punished, people would think twice before in- 
stituting false suits and giving false evidence. 


The same paper regrets to say that police officials are 
invested with large powers, but that 
they do not, as arule, perform their 
duties with honesty and impartiality. They extort confessions 
of guilt from persons by force, and sometimes even torture 
them to death. They are notoriously corrupt, and when a 
person once falls in their hands, they do not let him go 
until they have fleeced him to their hearts’ content. When a 
person reports the occurrence of a theft or robbery at his 
house, they make light of the matter and threaten him. If 
he insists on having the theft recorded, they underrate the 
value of the stolen property. They often trump up charges 
against innocent persons and get them punished. A Magis- 
trate once told the writer that he was obliged to convict the 
accused in a case, although he knew that the charge had been 
trumped up. The Magistrate severely cross-examined the wit- 
nesses for the Crown, but they had been tutored so well that 
they did not give way. But, in justice to the police, it must be 
stated that they are not entirely to blame. When a serious 
crime is committed, they must get some person or another 
punished for it ; otherwise they are condemned as unfit by 
their superior officers and are sometimes even dismissed. 
This is notas it should be. The writer is of opinion that 
when a Magistrate acquits an accused person sent by the 
police for trial, and is convinced that the charge had been 


fabricated, he should always rebuke the police officials con- 
cerned. 


Police. 


A correspondent of the Shdm-i-Oudh (Fyzabad), of the 
Winter tours of Commis- 1st December, says that when Deputy 


stoners in Oudh. Commissioners, Assistant Commis- 
sioners, and Extra Assistant Commissioners regularly go on 
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tour in their districts, the tours of Commissioners are practi- 
cally superfluous. In Oudh Commissioners are also Sessions 
Judges, and the inconvenience which their tours involve to 
persons concerned in Sessions cases may be better imagined 
than described. The writer is of opinion that Commissioners 
should be exempted from touring, and that they should devote 
the first two weeks of the month to the trial of Sessions cases 
and the last two weeks to their other work. The Sessions 
cases should be tried in the same district in which they occur, 


in order that people may be saved the trouble of going long 
distances. 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the Ist December, says that it 
Treatment of native con. COmplained in a late issue that the 
watete ji corpses of convicts who die in jails, 
when not claimed by their friends, were not disposed of pro- 
perly (see pace 664 of the Selections from vernacular news- 
papers for the week ending the 25th September, 1885). The 
funerals of in-patients in hospitals are performed in an equally 
objectionable way, although hospitals are largely supported 
by public subscriptions. The treatment of convicts in jails is 
unnecessarily harsh. If a prisoner commits a mistake in the 
performance of his task-work by oversight or through ignor- 
ance, he is flogged or allowed reduced rations for some time ! 
Incarceration by itself is no small punishment, and it is unjust 
to add to the miseries of convicts in this way. Prisoners are 
not even allowed proper clothing. Musalméns cannot offer 
their daily prayers with such insufficient clothing on. The 
British Government prides itself on its religious toleration, but 
little toleration is shown to native inmates of jails. 


The same paper says that Mir Muhammad Husain’s pay as 


Mir Muhammad Husain’s Assistant Director of Agriculture and 


elevation to the Assistant Commerce will be Rs. 600. It is 
Di ° . 

onl Oconaiear a believed that the Lieutenant-Governor 
lately summoned him to his presence and told him that he was 


elevated to the office which had hitherto been held only by a 


Circulation, 
182 copies. 


Circulation, 
2,500 copies. 
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Civilian. His elevation to such an office is one of the few 
measures of Sir Alfred Lyall’s}] Government {which are cal- 
culated {o make His Honour popular with natives. 


The same paper says that Government bast established 
Improvement of agri- the Department of Agriculture to im- 
culture. prove cultivation, but that it is to be 
regretted that the agricultural classes look"upon the Depart- 


‘ment with suspicion and do not benefit by its advice. Euro- 


pean implements of husbandry are great improvements on 
those in vogue in this country, but cultivators here still fool- 
ishly adhere to the use of the latter. Against the use of the 
English plough it is urged that it cannot be dragged by ordi- 
nary cattle; but are not there thousands of cultivators who 
have got bullocks strong enough? The fact is that natives 
are slaves of custom and are opposed to innovations, It 
would be a happy day for this country if talukdars, instead of 
spending their money in a useless way, devoted it to the 
improvement of agriculture. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Akhbdr-i-A’m (Lahore), of the 2nd December, in a 
Purchase of land by Communicated article, says that it will 
Europeans in Kashmir. be remembered that when the Amir 
of Kabul lately expressed a desire to obtain a small tract of 
land at Peshawar for the erection of a mosque and an inn, 
and to be vested with full civil and criminal powers over the 
land, native and Anglo-Indian newspapers laughed the pro- 
posal to scorn. On the other hand, Englishmen are themselves 
anxious to purchase land in Kashmir, and even the native 
press appears to view the matter with indifference. Judging 
from the conduct of European visitors and residents at 
Kashmir, the proposal would prove highly injurious to the 
State. They do not consider themselves as subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Maharaja, nor do they obey hislaws. The 
Resident, and not the Darbar, tries and punishes them for 
offences. If the Mahdraja allowed them to purchase land in 
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his country, he would, as it were, keep a serpent near his 
bosom. They might kill kine on the land, as beef is not 
available in the State, and they might even erect a fortress or 
barracks for the residence of European soldiers, and they are 
quite capable of doing such things; while the Mahérdja 
would not be able to prevent them. Englishmen obtain 
privileges from native princes under false pretexts and after- 
wards enforce those privileges to the utmost. When the 
Officer on Special Duty in Kashmir was first appointed, the 
Government of India told the Mahér4ja that some European 
visitors committed offences, but that the Mahfraja’s officers 
did not inflict sufficient punishment on them through fear, 
and that, consequently, the appointment of a British officer 
was necessary, in the interest of the State itself, to punish 
such offenders severely ! The Maharaja considered the Gov- 
ernment of India to be sincere like himself and readily 
acceded to the proposal. But the Officer in question 
gradually began to interfere with the affairs of the State, — 
and has at Jast been made a full Resident! If the Mahfraja 
were now to apply to the Supreme Government for the with- 
drawal of the Resident, the mouths of British guns would at 
once be turned towards Kashmir. It is contended that 
when the Government of India does not object to the pur- 
chase of land by the Mah4r&ja of Kashmir or his subjects 
in British India, the Mahéraéja should make no difficulty in 
according the same concession to Europeans in his country. 
But it should be observed that whena Kashmfri owns land in 
British India, he is bound to obey the British law and is sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction of British courts. If he commits an 
offence, he cannot claim to be tried by the Governor of 
Kashmir. The Mahérfja possesses some houses at Lahore, 
and His Highness’s vakil there lately had a dispute with a 
tenant and was fined by a British officer in consequence. 
Englishmen are welcome to the purchase of land in Kash- 
mir on the same terms. But the difficulty is that the Govern- 
ment of India claims for the lowest classes of Europeans 
in Kashmir rights and privileges which it is not prepared to 
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grant even to the Mahfraja in its territories. The terms 
on which Englishmen desire to obtain land in Kashmir would 
be highly injurious to the State. The land sold to them 
would be so much land lost to the Maharaja, inasmuch as 
he would cease to have any jurisdiction over it. 


A correspondent of the same paper, of the 5th 
Sisieise enue December, says that the declaration 
of an English Trading of war by the Government of India : 
Se against Theebaw at the instance of 
an English Trading Company, which had a quarrel with the 
Burman ex- King, is not very creditable to the morals of the 
Government of India, and is calculated to create much suspi- 
cion in the minds of all native princes. The Burmese war is 
regarded with special concern in Kashmir, as some Europeans 
are desirous of establishing a trading company in the State. 
A misunderstanding may arise between the company and 


Pos J wanre 


the Maharaja, and then the Government of India, espousing 
the cause of the former, may at once send an expedition 
against Kashmir, which is not more powerful than Burma. 
Hence it may be hoped that the Mahérdéja will not allow 
European traders a footing in his country until he has care- 
fully thought over the matter. 


Circulation, The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Et&wab), of the 4th December, 
175 copies, publishes a long article in the defence 
of Maulvi Sadiq Hasan Khan. The 

charges which have been laid at his door, even if trae, are 

also applicable to other native princes. If the Maulvi 

oppressed the heir to the throne of Bhupél, look at the ill- 

treatment of the widows of the late Mah4réja of Jaipur by 

the present Mahéraja. As regards the alleged interference of 

Sadiq Hasan with the religious affairs of the people, still 

greater interference prevails in some other Native States. In 

Kashmir Musalmans are not even allowed to utter aloud 

the call to prayer. The charge of mal-administration is 

utterly unfounded. Only three years ago Sir Lepel Griffin, 

in his annual report, highly praised the Begam of Bhupal 


Bhupal. 
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for her learning, and observed that no other Chief in Central 
India conducted the administration with such ability. In 
1870 high encomiums were bestowed on the State in the 
Gazette of India. Obviously all these praises for good gov- 
ernment were due to Sadiq Hasan, for, since the Begam’s 
marriage with him the management of affairs was almost 
entirely left to him by her. The Najm argues that the 
daughter and the son-in-law of the Begam are the root 
of all the evil. They incurred her displeasure by their 
disobedience, and then they set about intriguing against 
her and Sadiq Hasan. They repeatedly paid secret visits to 
Sir Lepel Griffin and the Resident at Bhup4l and poi- 
soned the hearts of the two British officers against the 
Begam and Sadiq Hasan by all sorts of false complaints. 
Such secret visits were quite opposed to the custom of 
the State. Sir Lepel Griffin asked the Begam to appoint 
her son-in-law as Prime Minister, but the Begam did not 
accept the proposal. From that time Sir Lepel began to — 
interfere with the affairs of the State in a most high-handed 
way. He invited the daughters and the son-in-law of 
Umra-ud-daula to darbaér against the will of the Begam. 
He refused to see Sadiq Hasan; and Yasin Muhammad Khan, 
who had been expelled from the State, was again sent for by 
him. The Resident examined the records of many cases 
which had been disposed of long ago and reversed the orders. 
In conclusion, the Wajm observes that, even if Sadiq Hasan was 
really incapable of managing the affairs of the State, it would 
have been sufficient to dismiss him from the office of Prime 
Minister. But the withdrawal of the personal marks of 
distinction which had been bestowed on him as husband 
of the Begam was unnecessary and impolitic. Hence his 
title and salute should be restored. 


The Bhérat Jiwan (Benares), of the 7th December, gives Circulation, 


; 1,750 copies. 
an account of the circumstances under 1750 copl 


which the Prime Minister and two 


other high officers in Nep4l were lately killed by their 


Nepal. 
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enemies, and_ observes fhat such unfortunate incidents suit a 
barbarous’people and not the noble Aryan race. But it isa 
matter of satisfaction that no more blood was shed. The 
question is what action the Government of India will take 
in the matter. 


LOCAL. 


Circulation, The Sahifa-i- Qudst (Delhi), of the 8rd December, advert- 
280 copies. Alleged “prevalence of ingto the frequent occurrence of thefts 
theft at Delhi. and robberies at Delhi, observes that 
the increase of crime is chiefly due to the present police sys- 
tem. No enquiries are made as to the character of police 
constables at the time of their enlistment, and many of them 
are subsequently convicted]of crimes; and*punished. The 
area allotted to each constable is so large that it is impossible 
for him to keep’ proper watch-over it. The higher local 
police officers do not, even by chance, ever go round the 
city at night. The old chaukidari system was considerably 
better than the new police one. Chaukidars were only 
appointed on the recommendation of respectable house-hold- 
ers of the street to which they were? to be attached, They 
had small circlesin their charge which they could thoroughly 
watch. There were recognized headmen in the city who kept 
an eye on people of ;bad {character*in their neighbourhood, 
and chaukidaérs frequently called ‘them during the night in 
order to see that they} were at their houses. At the ends of 
each street there were gates which were closed at night, and 
consequently a robber could not escape. But, unfortunately, 
under British rulefall these street gates have been demolished. 
The Municipal Board has to%/contribute no less than sixty 
thousand rupees a year towards the cost of the police; but of the 
way in which the work of watch and ward is done by the 
police, the less said the better. The police are regularly drilled 
like soldiers. If they form an integral portion of the army, 


they should be kept in cantonments and should not be 
employed for purposes of watch and ward. 


[ wa 3 
The Muftd-t-Hind (Delhi), of the 1st December, in its 


Flesh carried uncovered local news column, complains that 
by Musalméns at Delhi. two Muhammadans, whose names are 
mentioned, carry flesh uncovered through Nizamu-l-‘in street, 
to the great annoyance of Hindu shop-keepers, and that one 
of the men has even had the hardihood openly to declare that, 
if any Hindu will object to his doing so, he will at once fling 
the flesh into his face. The police should see to this ; other- 
wise a serious religious riot may occur some day. 


The Agra Akhbdr, of the 28th November, says that the 
Impressment of water- tours of district officers cause incon- 


carriers at Agra on the . . 
occasion of the Viceroy’s Venlence to the rural population, but 


Visit. that those of the higher authorities 
are a misfortune to townsmen. During the late visit of the 
Viceroy to Agra almost all the water-carriers of the city were 
pressed in service for the purpose of watering roads, and the 
result was that people could not get water even at an annaa 
skin. Such a general impressment cannot be too strongly 


condemned. When the services of any class of people are 
required on such occasions, the required number of men 
should be engaged on an adequate pay. During the Viceroy’s 
stay roads were drenched, while the inhabitants of the city 
could not get water even to quench their thirst. 


The Anwdr-ul-Akhbdér (Lucknow), of the 8th December, 
Shops for the saleof complains that shops for the sale of 
charas at Lucknow. charas at Lucknow are a great public 
nuisance. Persons not accustomed to the use of the vile 
drug find it trying to pass the shops, owing to the atmos- 
phere in the neighbourhood being always poisoned by the 
charas smoke. Hence it is necessary that all the shops in 
question should be removed from public streets and thorough- 
fares and located at some out-of-the-way place, such as Aish- 


bagh, 
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600 copies, 
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